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                        HOPE UNDER DINMORE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on  

Thursday 17th September 2020 at 7.00pm in  

Hope under Dinmore  

 

This meeting was held via Zoom due to the present Government guidelines 
re social gatherings etc. 

 

MINUTES 

Present: 

 

Parish Councillors:  Cllr N Giles; Cllr. K Clarkson; Cllr A. Morgan (Vice 

Chairman); Cllr N Ramsay; Ward Cllr Crockett. 

 

In attendance:  Parish Clerk: Mrs L Hay;  

 

As apologies had been received from Cllr Les Legge it was unanimously 

agreed that Cllr Adele Morgan – as Vice Chairman – would chair this 

evening’s meeting. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the September Zoom meeting. 

 

1. Apologies for absence received from Cllr. John Stone;  

Cllr Leslie Legge (Chairman); Cllr J Pritchard; 

 

2. To receive declarations of interest or written requests for 

dispensations – Cllrs Ramsay; Clarkson and Giles declared an interest 

in the Village Hall. 

 

2.1 The Clerk reminded Councillors of the six-month attendance 

legislation in force despite the Covid19 guidelines and that it 

was a realistic assumption that restrictions, with regard to 

public gatherings, would probably remain in place for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

Whilst it was acknowledged that some Councillors do not have 

access to Zoom facilities, it was agreed it may be possible that 

provision could be made for these Councillors to share 
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facilities. However, guidelines with regard to households 

meeting in neighbouring houses are also subject to regular 

change. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk should remind Councillors of their 

responsibilities to attend at least one meeting in a six-month 

period but to point out that this is not a local requirement but 

Government legislation. See below: 

 

Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a member of a Local 

Authority to attend at least one meeting of that Authority within a six-month 

consecutive period, in order to avoid being disqualified as a Councillor 

 

Parish Councillors need to be aware that the six-month attendance rule is still in 

place during this Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

It was agreed that the item be deferred for further discussion at the 

November meeting before any further action taken. 

 

3.  Ward Councillors Report – please see full report at the end of these 

minutes. 

 

4. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th 

July 2020 were agreed as a true record and it was unanimously voted 

that they be adopted and signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. Highways and Environmental Matters - the Clerk confirmed that the 

application for the Lengthsman Funding Grant had been successful.  

D C Gardening plans to start to undertake the various tasks outlined 

in the application once his grass cutting programme comes to an end. 

 

The Ward Councillor explained that applications for the second phase of 

funding had now opened.  The culvert adjacent to the Church layby under 

the A49 from Cherrybrook to the Lugg River was again discussed and it 

was agreed to get a quote for clearing this and put in a second application 

for grant funding. 

 

5.1 Lengthsman work sheet – no work at present  
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5.2 The hedge to the rear of 9 - 11 Cherrybrook – after some 

discussion it was again agreed that this was not a Parish 

Council issue. 

5.3 Footpaths Officer refereed to recent photographs (circulated) 

associated with the ongoing problem of the Codlin Hall 

footpath. This has been an ongoing problem since the resident 

suffered a spat of burglaries and everyone was very 

sympathetic about having complete strangers walking passed 

his window and door. 

After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should liaise 

with the Locality Steward about taking steps to get the footpath 

officially diverted via Brownshill field.  This would be a very 

short diversion necessitating a move of a stile.  The Clerk to 

liaise with the Locality Steward in the first instance. 

 

6. Finance: It was confirmed that the Accounts sheet/Bank balance sheet 

circulated.   

 

.   6.1     The Clerk confirmed submission of end of year 2019-20 

accounts and the External Auditor had acknowledged receipt and that 

no further action is required. 

6.2     The Notice of Public Rights is displayed on both Notice Boards. 

 

.  6.3 Schedule of Payments sheet had been circulated.  

6.4   It was unanimously agreed to pay all outstanding invoices. 

 

7.  The Clerk confirmed that the Web site had been upgraded and now 

met all the regulations /accessibility as set out by the Government to 

be implemented by September. 

 

8.  Hope under Dinmore Alms houses – The Clerk reported that one 

resident had reported storing small oxygen cylinders – this had been 

reported to the Insurance Company and noted. No extra costs were 

involved or change to the current policy. 

 

One resident has had a leak in the ceiling – the P C Chairman, Les 

Legge, had organised a contractor to assess and repair as required. 
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It was generally agreed that the whole site would benefit from a tidy 

up – hedges cut back and verges strimmed – the Clerk to liaise with 

the residents and with D C Gardening. 

 

9.  Future meetings – it was agreed that, in view of the present rise in 

Covid19 statistics. it was very unlikely that the guidelines with 

regard to use of Village Halls would be eased any time soon – so   

future meetings would have to be Visual/Zoom. 

 

10.Planning matters: no new applications received. 

 

 

Date of next meeting – 17th November 2020. 

 

          

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00p.m. 

 

 

Signed: 

 

 

 

Date: 

 

 

Ward member report September 2020 

- and so the year continues with its challenges - not only the continuing 

Covid virus but physical weather storms as well! 

We have (as I am sure you are all aware of) implemented some active 

travel measures changes in Hereford City and other market towns. These 

measures were requested and paid for by the Gov grant received for that 

purpose. Not all changes have been welcomed and the Cabinet Member for 

transport and infrastructure is reviewing the comments and any concerns 

regularly. These changes are not set in stone and can and will be adjusted if 

necessary. Some may have noticed the changes in Commercial Road last 

week. 
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Covid -19 is still upon us and our Public Health team are working closely 

with the NHS and the public, to advise and support where any positive 

cases have been identified. They are also working hard to instil the 

message of prevention, i.e social distancing, face coverings and hand 

washing! This message cannot be relayed too much as its adoption is the 

only way to reduce spread!!! 

Flood alleviation grants are now available to those who suffered in 

February, via HC website. As is a Green homes grant via the Government 

initiative, both grants are up to £5k. 

The consultation that is ongoing at present is the Car Parking strategy this 

ends in September 

Hereford and Leominster household waste and recycling centres are now 

book on line only this was from from Monday 14th September 

2nd Tranche of the drainage grants scheme are available, if you have any 

further requests please contact BBLP 

Locally, 

The junction of the A417 /A49 is a continuing concern, I have arranged a 

meeting with our MP Bill Wiggin in this regard, and this will be next 

Friday at 12 noon. I will report back at the next meeting. 

There have been no other concerns or complaints sent to me from 

parishioners. 

Best wishes and stay safe 

Cllr Pauline Crockett 

 


