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                        HOPE UNDER DINMORE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on  

Thursday 21st January 2021 at 7.00pm in  

Hope under Dinmore  

 

This meeting was held via Zoom due to the present Government 

guidelines re social gatherings etc. 

 

MINUTES 

Present: 

Parish Councillors:  Cllr. N Giles; Cllr. K Clarkson; Cllr A. Morgan (Vice 

Chairman); Cllr. P Stephens; Cllr. J Pritchard. Cllr J Stone and Cllr M 

Hackeson Pool; Cllr J Stone. 

 

In attendance:  Parish Clerk: Mrs L Hay; Ward Cllr. P.  Crockett. 

 

As Cllr L. Legge was unable to attend the meeting, and in the absence of 

the Vice Chairman, Councillors voted Cllr K Clarkson to take the chair. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the January Zoom meeting. 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence.  Apologies were received from  

Cllr. L Legge. 

 

2. To receive declarations of interest or written requests for 

dispensations.  Cllr P Stephens declared an interest - item 11. 

Cllr J Stone; Cllr N Giles and Cllr K Clarkson declared an interest in 

the Village Hall – item 12. 

 

Cllr A Morgan joined the meeting. 

3. Ward member’s Report January 2021 

I am pleased to inform you that our contact from Highways England is 

Richard Thomas, he has been in contact with me and appears to take any 

concern seriously. 
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Two items that he will take action on are 1. The ‘skid’ road surface on the 

southern side of Dinmore Hill, which needs renewing and 2. The 

junction from the A49 and the A417, this needs a complete re-design 

consideration. His team are working on this at present, I will bring this 

back asap. 

Planning applications are still being addressed, albeit quite slowly. 

And finally, BBLP are considering restructuring the Locality Stewards 

role in respect of reporting PROW concerns, their proposal is to employ 

a specific person to cover the County in this regard. I do not support this 

proposal as I feel that it is too large a role for one person and the Locality 

Stewards local knowledge is so important! 

Stay safe    Cllr Pauline Crockett 

3.1 Leaders monthly full report has been circulated. 
 

4.  Open Session –  

 

An email had been received from a resident outlining concerns with 

regard to the condition of the track through the Country Park.  Whilst 

it was acknowledged this is the only way in and out along the Old 

Road and that the weather does not help - the daily use by the large 

farm vehicles is making huge ruts and holes.  Unfortunately, drivers 

are cutting corners and, in doing so, are driving dangerously close to 

residents’ water supply pipes. 

 

It was agreed that in the first instance the Chairman would have a 

word with the local farmers about the possibility of filling in some of 

the ruts with stone and will request that drivers keep to the main 

route and do not cut corners. 

 

If, however, there is a resistance to this suggestion/request and no 

improvement forthcoming, it was agreed that a letter should be sent 

to each person, including the residents, asking for assistance with 

resolving the problem. Ward Cllr Crockett to be copied into this 

correspondence. 

 

 The chairman closed the Open session. 
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5. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19th 

November 2020 – it was unanimously agreed these to be a true 

record and they be adopted and signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. Highways and Environmental Matters:  

 

6.1 Update on Drainage issues – item to be deferred until next 

meeting. 

 

6.2 Lengthsman work sheet – Newton Lane.  The Locality Steward 

was again asked to look the problem on the right-hand side of 

the lane – by the black and white cottage known as Sunnybank 

– with a view to re digging out a ditch to help prevent surface 

water collecting and freezing making driving hazardous. 

 

As Cllr Pritchard was adamant that there was originally a ditch 

at this location, it was suggested a site meeting with the 

Locality Steward.  However, this may not be possible for the 

time being due to the Covid19 guidelines/restrictions. 

 

The Footpaths Officer asked if the Locality Steward could look 

at the culvert by the railway bridge – the culvert is not actually 

blocked but where the water goes from the road as it gets to the 

ditch - because there is a slight drop into ditch - when there is a 

lot of surface water coming off the road - it creates an eddy that 

summersaults back and has formed a hole in the bank 

 

Photographs to be provided and forwarded to the Locality 

Steward. 

 

6.3 Footpaths Officer report – Cllr N Giles had circulated a number of 

photographs of the footpath at the back of the railway line - the ditch 

is blocked and the path has now become a stream – blocked area of 

ditch is on Network rail ground but the footpath is not.  Locality 

Steward to be asked to inspect and give an opinion in the first 

instance. 
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Cllr N Ramsey joined the meeting to record his apologies. Due to 

urgent ‘on call’ work commitments, he was unable to stay on the 

Zoom link. 

 

6.4  Sandbags – two pallets delivered and being stored with the 

Chairman – who will distribute.  Notices explaining this have 

been placed at the Village Hall and on the storage shed door. 

 

7 Finance: Accounts sheet/Bank balance sheet circulated.   

7.1 Schedule of Payments sheet circulated.  

7.2  It was unanimously agreed to pay the outstanding 

 invoices. 

8   No news from Cherrybrook.  The Clerk explained that she had   

reported the mud on the road to both Hannah Bragg of Stonewater and 

to Stonewater Helpline Services.  The Clerk has also logged the job with 

Balfour Beatty via the Locality Steward. 

 

9   News from Newton.  See item 6.2  

Some fly tipping was reported on the Leominster Old Road and at the 

Stoke Prior turn on the by-pass – Ward Cllr Crockett will liaise with 

Highways England. 

  

10.     Hope under Dinmore Alms houses. 

 

The Trustees would visit the homes as soon as Covid19 restrictions 

are lifted to discuss future rent; arrange for electrical goods to be PAT 

tested etc. 

 

It was reported that there had been several maintenance jobs 

undertaken recently – but all had been dealt with very promptly. 

 

The residents had been sent a Christmas hamper each – as suggested 

by the Charities Board – and an email of thanks had been received. 

 

10  Planning matters:  

 

Planning application: 203977 Cadbury UK. 
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The Clerk explained that she had been asked for an extension to the 

response date – this had been granted. 

 

There was a long and detailed discussion with regard to the 

implications of the planning application. 

 

During the discussion, the problem of excessive noise was mentioned 

and it was agreed that this would need to be addressed as a separate 

issue to the turning head.  Cllr Paul Stephens reported that the noise 

levels were becoming unacceptable for those living near to the 

factory and Ward Councillor Crockett suggested he contact the 

Environmental Health in the first instance. 

 

With regard to the turning head, after lengthy discussion, it was 

eventually proposed that a vote be taken - and by a majority of 5 to 2 

– it was agreed to record that the Parish Council had ‘no objection’ to 

the planning application but that the Clerk would make a comment 

on the various issues outlined in the discussion. 
 

The Clerk reminded Councillors that they could raise an individual 

objection/comment to the planning proposal separate to the council's 

majority vote. 

 

 Comment - please see below: 
 
Hope under Dinmore and Newton Parish Council meeting was held on the 21st 
January2021 and, after discussion, the Councillors would like to make the following 
comments:  

 
Nearby residents have recently approached the Parish Council with regard to the very 
high level of noise that comes from the factory on a 24/7 basis.  The 24-hour running of 
equipment; warning Claxons regularly sounding alarms; banging on tanker sides is 
becoming commonplace and causing sleep to be disturbed on a regular basis. 

 
It was noted that the proposed development of a turning head is outside the foot print of 
the main factory and parallel to the road side rather than at the back of the factory 
where it would be much less obtrusive. 

 
The Parish Council would like to recommend that a bund wall of trees is planted around 
the turning head - this will enhance an otherwise ugly scar protruding into a 
neighbouring field visible from the A49.  A wall of trees may also help deaden any 
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additional noise created by lorries turning day and night in this proposed area to the side 
of the factory. 

 
After discussion - the Parish Council voted by majority only - to submit 'no objection' but 
hope that the above comments can be taken into consideration. 
 
 

11.    Village Hall - Cllr J Stone reported that the roof work had not started. 

 

Cllr. K Clarkson reported that Prometheus has changed hands to the 

Safe Guard Group who have made enquiries about using the village 

hall once restrictions are eased. 

 

Cllr Stone reported that he had been approached about ‘adapting’ the 

village hall into a public house during the evening/weekends and so 

applying for a licence to sell alcohol.  It was not sure how this 

proposed ‘change of use’ would affect the charity status of the village 

hall.   To be discussed further by the Village Hall Committee.  

 

Cllr Clarkson asked about the possibility of having a defibrillator in 

the village.  After some discussion, it was agreed that this would be a 

good idea and that it should be situated at the village hall.  The Clerk 

will look into possible grants and Cllr Clarkson mentioned that the 

village hall had received a Covid19 Government grant of £10,000 so it 

may be possible to make a donation from these funds. 

 

To be discussed further by the Village Hall Committee 

 

To remain on agenda 

 

Date of next meeting – Thursday 25th March 2021 

 

Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45p.m. 

 

 

Signed: 

 

 

 

Date: 


